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call upon other states to invade the territories of the refrac-
tory state and coerce it into obedience by force of arms.*
The rise of a new liberal party at this time exercised
a wholesome influence. The Zollverein provided for a
common tariff which brought the several states together.
But the real work done at this time was the strengthening
of the power of Prussia which threatened to snatch away the
supremacy from Austrian hands.:}: The liberal party grew
in strength until the political convulsions of 1848-1849 in
Europe exercised their influence on German politics. The
liberals, aiming at the creation o£ a Gorman state, assembled
$t Frankfort (May 1848) in a National Gorman Parliament
elected by a popular universal suffrage. In fact they offered
the crown to Prussian King. But they lost much of the valu-
able time in fruitless discussions and this gave Austria
sufficient time to regain her ascendency. The liberal move-
ment was for the time being suppressed until the advent of
Bismarck on the scene of Prussian politics.
Coming from a lesser order o£ nobility, Bismarck by
sheer dint o£ his personal ability, made a mark on German
policy and indeed changed the whole face of European
politics. He foresaw the formation of a Gorman nation
•* Speaking of the Germanic Confederation Lowell says :—
"This was not properly a federal union, but rather a perpetual
international alliance, the States remaining separate and independent, except
for matters affecting the external safety of Germany.0
' Governments and Parties in Continental Europe,' Vol. 1, page 234.
Woodrow Wilson remarks :—
" The arrangement was little like national union: the large states had
a preponderant representation in the Diet, Austria dominating all; and each
state, whether great or small, was sobered to go its own way, make its own
alliances, and fight its own wars, if only it refrained from injuring any one
of the Confederates."
'The State,7 pp. 444-446.
$" Prussia became more of a unit round which the smaller stated
could coalesce," ' Federal and Unified Constitutions,' p, 29,

